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Young Talent Big Dreams Finals on May 2nd at Actors’ Playhouse
at the Miracle Theatre, Presented by The Children’s Trust

Finals Open to the Public, Tickets Available for $5
Grand Prize Winner Receives $500 and Trip to L.A. to See American Idol Finale

MIAMI, FL – April 16, 2015 – Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre, together with presenting sponsor, The 
Children’s Trust, will culminate Young Talent Big Dreams, the most widespread local youth talent contest in 
Miami-Dade County history, with final competitions for student performers ages 8-17.  Finals take place at 
Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre on Saturday, May 2nd at 7 p.m. The finals are open to the 
public, and tickets are available for $5 at the Actors’ Playhouse box office, by calling 305-444-9293 or 
online at http://www.actorsplayhouse.org.  

The  competition  features  a  total  of  six  individual  categories:  pop/rock/rap  vocals,  musical  theatre/jazz 
standards/classical  vocals,  dance,  musical  instrument,  original  spoken  word  and  original  vocal  and/or 
instrumental composition. Group categories (six or fewer members) include dance, musical instrumental and 
band/vocal group. Hundreds of contestants attended the seven auditions held over the past three months at 
venues in distinct  neighborhoods throughout  the county.  Participation was free, but limited to residents of 
Miami-Dade County. In each category, participants compete for prizes that range from free master classes with 
industry leaders and performing opportunities, to cash awards, and tickets to local attractions and professional 
performances.

This year, courtesy of WSVN CH7, the Grand Prize winner will receive a free trip – air fare, hotel and 
free passes for two – to attend the live American Idol finale in Los Angeles, CA. The Grand Prize winner 
also receives $500 cash. Individual first-place winners in each category receive $200; group winners with two 
in a group $100 each, and group winners with six in a group receive a prize of $50 for each member. Additional 
prizes will be provided by Thomas Armour Youth Ballet, Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre, PATH, the 
Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau, and many more exciting local attractions and performing arts 
organizations. 

-more-

Finals take place before a live audience. Each act was allotted up to one minute for their preliminary audition 
performance; for the final-round performance they are given two minutes. Contestants in each performance 
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category from each audition location competed in the semifinals, and up to five acts in each individual category 
and up to three acts in each group category advanced to the finals.

“It’s gratifying to see outreach efforts result in probably the most diverse group of finalists we’ve seen to date,” 
said Charles Auslander, president and CEO of The Children’s Trust. “Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the small army of dedicated volunteers and staff who helped run nine auditions and semi-finals, not to 
mention judge hundreds of contestants.”

Young Talent Big Dreams follows the popular TV talent show model. Judges have included a host of industry 
professionals from the performing arts community. The judges for the finals on May 2nd will  be: The Miami 
Herald Feature Writer Howard Cohen, Actors'  Playhouse Artistic Director David Arisco and Choreographer 
Ron Hutchins, Jazz Musician Joe Donato and PATH Executive Director Natalie Lewis-Schere.

“It is very exciting to be celebrating the fifth year of this outstanding opportunity for young performers,” said 
Barbara  S.  Stein,  Actors’  Playhouse  executive  producing  director.  “The  competition  keeps  growing  with 
outstanding talent, and the feedback that we have received from the community – that the program inspires 
young people and develops artist careers – is extremely gratifying.”

Wells Fargo is a proud sponsor of the finals. For more information, visit www.actorsplayhouse.org or call 211. 
To learn more about The Children’s Trust, please visit www.thechildrenstrust.org. 

About Actors' Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre
Actors’  Playhouse  is  the  nonprofit  resident  theatre  company  and  managing  agent  of  the  historic  Miracle 
Theatre on Miracle Mile in Coral Gables. Actors’ Playhouse, which has brought home 85 regional Carbonell  
Awards  for  artistic  excellence,  is  a Florida Presenting  Cultural  Organization  and one of  22 major  cultural  
institutions in Miami-Dade County. In addition to its Mainstage season, Actors’ Playhouse offers a year-round 
season of Musical Theatre for Young Audiences, a Theatre Conservatory and Summer Camp Program, as 
well  as educational  arts  outreach programs for  underserved youth,  and has initiated  a Young Talent  Big 
Dreams contest for children in partnership with The Children’s Trust.

About The Children’s Trust
The Children’s Trust is a dedicated source of revenue established by voter referendum to improve the lives of 
children and families in Miami-Dade County.
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